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Mary P. Bartlett volume of American songs. Volume 3 of 3, 
circa 1807-1840. Sellers' stamps: H. Prentiss, Boston ; S.H. 
Parker, Boston ; Parker & Ditson, Boston ; Franklin Music 

Warehouse, Boston ; Hewitt & Co., Boston ...



Mary P. Bartlett volume of American songs.
Volume 3 of 3, circa 1807-1840



Mary Bartlett, no initial, born 1823 (with a little cushion for 
error), in Massachusetts 











EXACT: Exactly what you typed

SOUNDS LIKE: A phonetic algorithm match of what you typed

SIMILAR: A similar meaning or spelling to the one you typed

SOUNDEX: Common algorithm used to generate alternate spellings of a 

surname

INITIALS (FIRST NAME ONLY): will include records that just have initials 

in the first name

WILDCARDS: *  will match any number of characters; ? will match only one 

character. You may use the * and ? anywhere in your search, but you must 

have at least 3 letters in total



Cawelti
Cawelts
Cawelte
Cowelty



Family trees can help you start your search





Jessie Waltz. Composed … by M. L. Olds. Boston: J. Prentiss, 81 
Washington St. c1850. Plate number: 700.



Slide (JESSIE RECORD)

JESSIE 
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Note the “exact & initials” 
search for his first name!







African American research tips, with grateful thanks to 
Deborah Downey
Early 20th Century: The genealogical research is the same as for 
any other American born during this time.
Census
State census
Military records
Educational records
Wills/probate
Fraternal, social and professional organizations (organizations are 
mostly separate for African Americans due to discrimination and 
segregation)
Reconstruction Period: Same as above with additional information 
in the Freedmen Bureau, and registration for voting (lists men only 
until 1965)



During the Period of Slavery in America:
In most of America where slavery was prevalent, reading and writing was 
forbidden, so searching records of enslavement is often only useful to fill in 
the earlier life of individuals who became known later. The Federal Slave 
Schedules provide sketchy information; though wills of enslavers may 
provide more, this is difficult and time-consuming research.

There are Civil War records of the U.S. Colored Troops (USCT) which would 
include those in the north who enlisted, or enlisted in the south during the 
years of the war.

After the war, you may find some African Americans in the Grand Army of 
the Republic (GAR); although mostly segregated, both Black and white Civil 
War veterans joined. Many African Americans from the north and south were 
enlisted with a rank and/or occupation of musician. Only records for Nebraska, 
Iowa, Pennsylvania, New York, and Kansas are included in Ancestry.



Those Who Were Free during the Slavery Period in America:
Although there were a great many free persons of color during this period, the great majority 
would live in the north.

Although the basic research would be the same (the 1850/1860 censuses which included all 
members of the household who were free persons) you can search by name.

NB: Each decade the census changed categories and how groups were counted.

Prior to 1850 is a lot more complicated as only heads of households’ names were listed, and 
other members were counted according to male/female and age groups, or those censuses 
did or did not distinguish between those who were free or enslaved.

Free people of color were counted on a second page or separate column in many of those 
censuses, significantly complicating searching.

Prior to 1800: The first federal census was in 1790 but included few free African Americans, 
so fruitful research is limited to tax records and perhaps what was written about earlier 
settlers of the time. Possible additional resources would be those African Americans who 
fought in the Revolutionary War.



Questions?
cawelti@fas.harvard.edu
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Olds, Mark L. Jessie Waltz. Composed … by M. L. Olds. Boston: J. 
Prentiss, 81 Washington St. c1850. Plate number: 700.


