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Summary and Highlights of the OLAC-MOUG Survey on Potentially Merging 
Survey responses collected from November 7, 2017 through December 9, 2017 
 
Total responses: 150 
Current OLAC members: 77 (51.3%) 
Past OLAC members: 30 (20.0%) 
Current MOUG members: 69 (49.3%) 
Past MOUG members: 15 (10.7%) 
 
OLAC Benefits More Important Important Not Important 
Learning about AV cataloging 93 3 5 

Discussing AV cataloging 78 13 8 
OLAC-L listserv 77 14 6 
OLAC Newsletter 71 19 8 
CAPC Resources 69 14 13 
Influencing AV cataloging best practices 69 13 14 
Influencing RDA development for AV 67 17 14 
Networking with AV catalogers 56 21 20 
Learning about cataloging in general 50 24 25 
Networking with catalogers in general 41 32 24 
NACO-AV funnel 29 17 35 
Access to the membership directory 16 15 55 
OLAC Research Grant 12 16 47 
 
MOUG Benefits More 

Important 
Important Not Important 

Learning about music cataloging 78 3 1 
Discussing music cataloging 74 5 2 
MOUG-L listserv 71 7 1 
Networking with music catalogers 70 9 2 
MOUG Newsletter 66 12 3 
Networking with music librarians 55 17 8 
Influencing OCLC discovery interface 51 7 20 
Influencing Connexion development 50 12 15 
Influencing development of OCLC products/services 50 6 15 
Learning about cataloging in general 45 20 16 
Networking with catalogers in general 36 21 19 
Influencing WMS development 31 10 27 
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What concerns you most about merging OLAC and MOUG? (89 responses) 
● Music will take over (18 = 20%) 
● AV will take over (12 = 13%) 
● Public services from MOUG would be dropped (15 = 17%) 
● Each organization would lose its uniqueness 
● Finances of each organization (several concerned about MOUG being better off 

financially than OLAC, which could potentially hurt MOUG’s membership) 
● Governance logistics 
● Merging means another reason to raise membership fees 

 
Current relationships to consider: 

● OLAC is an ALA affiliate 
○ OLAC’s Cataloging Policy Committee (CAPC) represents the concerns of AV 

catalogers in matters relating to the formation, interpretation and implementation 
of national and international cataloging standards. As such, CAPC is analogous 
to MLA’s CMC. CAPC has liaisons to CC:DA, the MARC Advisory Committee, 
and OCLC. CAPC also runs the NACO-AV funnel.  

● MOUG is closely tied with OCLC and MLA 
 
Conferences and meetings: 

● MOUG meets during the MLA conference each year 
● OLAC meets during ALA Midwinter and Annual and has a biennial conference 

 
Ways to collaborate without merging: 

● Joint conferences/meetings (62% of responses) 
● Organize best practices in one place or have joint best practices 
● Joint newsletter and/or listserv 
● Joint cataloging policy committees 

 
Adjacent MLA and MOUG meetings: 

● Moving the MOUG meeting away from directly adjacent to MLA would negatively impact 
meeting attendance of current MOUG’ers.  

● 26.3% would not attend, and 62.5% answered “maybe.”  
● Out of 36 comments (from 80 total respondents), 23 cited financial pressures would 

make it difficult to attend both MLA and MOUG. 
● In comments to “what concerns you most about an OLAC-MOUG merger,” meeting 

considerations were high. 
 
Questions for discussion: 

1. What overlap do you see between OLAC and MOUG? 
2. What excites you most about a possible OLAC-MOUG merger? 
3. What concerns you most about a possible OLAC-MOUG merger? 
4. In what ways might OLAC and MOUG collaborate more without merging? 
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Charts for Selected Survey Responses 
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OLAC Discussion: OLAC Membership Meeting, ALA Midwinter, January 20, 2017 
 
The about 35 people at the OLAC membership meeting discussed the survey. Jeremy Myntti 
talked for about 10 minutes about the survey and an overview of the results, followed by a 15 
minute general discussion. Questions/comments from OLAC’s discussion were: 

● What is a MOUG conference like and what is MOUG’s relationship with MLA? 
● What percentage of MOUG uses public services side of the organization rather than the 

cataloging side of MOUG? 
● What are the percentages of institutions with people doing AV and/or music, or only 

one? 
● "One reason I didn’t join MOUG was that OLAC seemed more encompassing. I’m for 

merger, but thought MOUG members were more music librarians good to merge best 
practices. Look in only one place rather than two. MLA seems to get best practices out 
faster than OLAC." 

● Doesn’t seem like bad idea to merge. MOUG has more experience as public 
facing/service. Public librarians curse discovery, but we don’t talk much about that in 
OLAC. Do advocacy for what catalogers do to bring in that type of mentality of having 
some public services people. 

● Lots of attrition of jobs making less members in OLAC.  
● Having a music focus in conferences would help in some sessions since people don’t 

know music. Don’t understand music concepts, so some MOUG expertise would be 
great in these intro cataloging courses.  

● It is difficult to plan a two-day conference devoted only to OCLC music topics. MOUG 
has been focusing more on access tools and catalogs from all sides of picture. Expand 
horizons since lots of overlap in jobs.  

● Music videos are popular which crosses both organizations. 
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