
I will be talking about the Oral History Metadata Synchronizer (OHMS), and 
how it can increase access and discoverability for audio-visual digital 
collections



A little bit about OHMS: The Oral History Metadata Synchronizer was 
developed under the leadership of Doug Boyd at the University of Kentucky 
Libraries as an open-source web application for increasing access to oral 
history digital collections. 

While the program is currently applied to oral history digital collections, it can 
certainly be used for any audio or video digital collection with streaming 
content.

The digital tool is an effective metadata management application that can be 
embedded into standard digital content management systems such as 
CONTENTdm and Omeka. 

This short presentation will focus on how to add keywords for recording 
segments, adding a Keywords thesaurus for the collection, and recording 
item-level and segment-level metadata in OHMS. 

For audio-visual collections the more access points you can create the better, 
so if making collection content discoverable is your goal, then this is a tool to 
know about. 



First a look at a sample oral history digital collection using OHMS. 

The SAA Oral History Project digital collection was completed in August 2016. 
I was the project intern from January-August 2016 to create the digital 
collection and add metadata for each of the 19 video interviews. 

1/3 of my work on the project involved creating metadata for each interview 
using the Dublin Core metadata schema. This project involved creating 
metadata with a high level of granularity, which was by creating item-level 
AND segment-level metadata. Quite frankly, this was made possible because 
of OHMS. 

This particular digital collection was created using CONTENTdm, for those of 
you know are familiar with the content management system. I’d like to show 
you a sample record with OHMS embedded into it. 

The live keyword search I just performed was made possible partly due to the 
keywords here. 
What is even more fascinating is that you can add a Keyword thesaurus to the 
collection so that terms auto-populate when you’re adding keywords to a 

http://collections.lib.uwm.edu/cdm/search/collection/saa
http://collections.lib.uwm.edu/cdm/search/collection/saa


segment. 



The image on your left is an example of record-level metadata with elements 
and field values set to meet institutional guidelines and standards. 

On the right is the form for segment-level metadata entry in OHMS. What is 
unique about this function is that you can add a segment title, keywords, 
synopsis here for more discoverability. Again, this shows the high level of 
granularity in metadata that can be accomplished by using the OHMS web 
application in audio visual collections



Speaking of Keyword thesaurus: here’s how you would add one to OHMS. 
You would compile terms one after the other in a CSV file, and upload into 
Thesaurus Manager. 

Here are some examples from the Keywords thesaurus. The entire thesaurus 
has 350+ terms, which includes names of persons from the LC subject 
heading terms, names in the style of the LC Name Authority File, SAA 
Sections and Roundtables, and Archival Terminology. 

Since this was a professional collection, I expected the collection’s user base 
to be familiar with established vocabularies like Library of Congress Subject 
Headings and the SAA Glossary for archival terminology. 



Opting for broader terms as keyword terms, because the collection was very 
small

- Keyword thesaurus should be representative of the collection without 
getting too specific.

Segment-level titles and keywords ideal for increased access to audio-visual 
content

- e.g. You may have a 50-minute digitized file of a student recording, and 
being able to mark segments will save your patrons some work. It will 
certainly add more work to your plate though. 

There's no one-size-fits-all method for using OHMS in audio-visual digital 
collections. 

- Depends on your institutional resources such as time, personnel, 
funding, dependence on 
free web sources vs. subscription platforms

Ideal for small-scale projects with minimal metadata
- Depends on end use of digital collection: special projects vs. continual 

content addition 




